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angela Pugh 

Bina Patel 

Your HoSTiNg Team
 

Angie is a Principal at Roller Strategies. She is an 
experienced programme manager, with 10 years of 
experience working within social enterprises in the UK.
She managed a Nesta programme to support and encourage 
growth within the creative economy, and co-founded 
at{mine}, an online community for design lovers. Angie 
is skilled in business strategy, leadership development, 
programme management, facilitation.

Bina has over 15 years of global experience in a broad range 
of social policy and community development efforts. She 
served as Deputy Chief of Staff for the City of Chicago. 
She also led initiatives to increase community-based small 
business lending infrastructure, nonprofit capacity, and 
cross-sector project initiatives. Bina serves as the President 
of Saathi Impact Consulting, on the Board of Directors for 
the Center for Neighborhood Technology, is a New Leaders 
Council (Chicago Chapter) 2014 Fellow, has completed 
professional coursework in strategic project management 
from George Washington University, and was a PLaces 2012 
Fellow, a national fellowship focusing on increasing racial 
and economic equity through philanthropic investments.
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Briana clearly 

cari caldwell 

caryn curry

Briana Clearly is a senior at DePaul majoring in Cinema 
Production with a minor in TV production. She’s passionate 
about documenting social justice projects and learning creative 
ways to tell stories. Clearly will document the Grove3547 
experience and looks forward to producing what she says will be 
the project she is “most proud of.” 
Clearly is technically a Maryland native, though she’s lived all over. 

Cari is the Director of Practice at Roller Strategies. She is a 
facilitator, coach and en trepreneur who began her career in 
the mid-90s with Pricewaterhouse Coopers. Cari sees herself 
as an in dividual and organisational midwife. Her clients have 
included HsBc, KPmG, BP, Cadbury Schweppes, the British 
Council, and the British National Health Service. Cari is a 
cofounder of Future Considerations, a consultancy focused 
on organiza tional change. Cari is also cofounder and ceo of 
Birthwise, supporting leaders in maternal and infant health. 
Cari graduated with a Ba in Philosophy and International 
Stud ies from Northwestern University. She is passionate 
about studying, creating and birthing healthy sys tems and 
organizational cultures. 

Caryn Curry is a social and emotional learning (seL) 
consultant who supports adults in schools and communities 
to effectively model and teach social and emotional skills 
to children and youth. A former Licensed Clinical Social 
Worker, she has over 30 years of professional experience 
working on behalf of children and families in a variety 
of settings as a clinician, school social worker, program 
director, trainer, facilitator and coach. Caryn is also a 
student at the Wright Foundation for the Realization of 
Human Potential. She received an ma in Social Work 
from the University of Chicago, School of Social Service 
Administration, and Ba in Psychology and Social Relations 
from Harvard University. 
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devin Mays 

Justin Barrett

leo eisenstadt 

Devin Mays is a visual artist, arts educator and creative 
strategist from Detroit, mi. For eight years he worked as a 
brand specialist for companies such as Dow Chemical, ea 
Sports, sc Johnson, Blue Cross Blue Shield and Sharpie.
In 2014, Devin left the world of advertising and marketing 
to pursue a career in contemporary art. His interdisciplinary 
artistic practice investigates identity, spirituality and 
place. He started his career in arts education with the 
University of Chicago and Arts and Public Life. Devin is a 
civic engagement and marketing strategist at the Chicago 
Community Trust and a professor at the University of 
Illinois at Chicago. 

Justin Barrett is a Project Assistant working at the Chicago 
Community Trust to assist in Communication and 
logistics for the Social Labs. Justin graduated from Eastern 
Illinois University with a degree in Communication 
with a focus on Corporate Communication. He is from 
Chicago - raised partly on the south side and partly the 
south suburb of Country Club Hills, iL. Prior to joining 
Chicago Community Trust, Justin’s internships focused on 
marketing, fundraising development, Pr, and community 
affairs. 

Leo is Director of Operations at Roller Strategies. He is a 
serial entrepreneur with a background in accounting and 
finance. He was Finance Manager at Reos Partners, before 
leaving to lead a transformation of MeetOMatic (one of the 
most popular online meeting schedulers) and launch an 
organisation focused on developing strategic solutions for 
solving complex social challenges. He loves tech that makes 
life simpler, and aims to implement cutting-edge systems 
wherever he works.
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lizzie nolan

Mecca Perry

Manish Jain 

Lizzie Nolan is an entrepreneur with a background in 
healthcare and education. Nolan is the co-founder and evP 
of Helix Health, a virtual care clinic focused on primary care 
services. Prior to joining Roller Strategies, she worked in 
partnership development, advancement and fundraising for 
small Chicago nonprofits. Her professional career began in 
the Czech Republic and South Korea where Nolan worked 
as an early childhood educator. Lizzie Nolan has a Masters 
in Public Service from DePaul University and a Ba from the 
University of Wisconsin, Madison. 

Mecca Perry is a collaborative and highly organized marketing 
leader successful at steering innovative and profitable large-
scale events that simultaneously assure attendee satisfaction 
and elevate corporate and city image. She is skilled in 
effective marketing communications, event management, 
and business partnership development. Mecca has been 
recognized for teaching abilities, independent work habits, 
and articulate communication style that inspires staff to 
act decisively toward a common goal. Mecca’s experience 
is in developing new marketing ideas and for enhancing 
organizational capabilities.

Manish has spent the past eighteen years as Coordinator of 
Shikshantar, The People’s Institute for Rethinking Education 
and Development. He is also the founder of Swaraj 
University and the Ecoversities Network. He has edited 
several books on Vimukt Shiksha (liberating learning) on 
themes such as learning societies, unlearning, gift culture, 
community media, and tools for hosting deep dialogue. 
Before co-founding Shikshantar, Manish spent two years 
serving as a principal architect of the Unesco Learning 
Without Frontiers transnational initiative. Prior to that, he 
worked as a consultant in several countries in the areas of 
educational planning, policy analysis, research, program 
design, and media/technology with UniceF, UnDP, the World 
Bank, UsaiD, the Academy for Educational Development, 
Education Development Center, and the Harvard Institute 
for International Development. He has a Master’s degree 
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Michel geloBter 

nathan heintz

in Education from Harvard University, and a B.a. in 
Economics, International Relations and Political Philosophy 
from Brown University. He grew up in Hinsdale, iL.

Michael Gelobter is a startup expert and has held senior 
positions in advocacy, government, academia, and business, 
with an ongoing substantive focus on environment, 
energy, and social justice. He is the author of Lean Startups 
for Social Change (2015). He has been Senior Advisor to the 
David & Lucille Packard Foundation, and co-founded 
BuildingEnergy.com, and Cooler, a company whose mission 
was to connect every purchase to a solution for global 
warming. As an advocate, Michel co-founded a number of 
environmental justice, water, and oceans organizations and 
led Redefining Progress from 2001 through 2007, where he 
worked to originate and design the world’s most aggressive 
climate legislation (California’s Global Warming Solutions 
Act). Michel was the founding director of the Program on 
Environmental Policy at Columbia University’s School of 
International and Public Affairs. Michel earned his B.s., 
m.s. and PH.D at U.c. Berkeley, and is an alumnus of Deep 
Springs College. He presently serves as a Board member of 
the California Clean Energy Fund, the Natural Resources 
Defense Council, Ceres and the African-American Advisory 
Committee of the Spence-Chapin Adoption Agency. 

Nathan Heintz is a Principal at Roller Strategies. Prior to his 
work with Roller, Nathan was an associate of Reos Partners, 
facilitating and documenting social change processes around 
the world and managing communications across their global 
offices. He holds a Master of Arts degree from Albert-
Ludwigs University in Freiburg, Germany. He has also studied 
at the University of Kwa-Zulu Natal in Durban, South Africa; 
and at the Center for the Study of Social Systems at Jawaharlal 
Nehru University in New Delhi, India. He holds a Ba in 
Politics from the University of California at Santa Cruz. 
Nathan has been studying Chen Style Taiji since 1998 and has 
a deep appreciation for all forms of improvisation.
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zaid hassanZaid is ceo of Roller Strategies. He is a strategist, writer 
and facilitator. He is a co-founder of Reos Partners, a 
social innovation consultancy that addresses complex, high-
stakes challenges around the world. Zaid has over 15 years 
of experience in developing strategic responses to complex 
social challenges, including community development, 
climate change, child malnutrition, employment, energy, 
financial systems, global food systems, and security issues. 
His clients have included The World Bank, The Un 
Foundation and various governments, as well as Oxfam, WWF, 
and The Gates Foundation. He is author of “The Social Labs 
Revolution: A New Approach to Solving Our Most Complex 
Challenges.”
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Marquita BaltiMore

Maritza Bandera

JaMes Barrett

ParTiCiPaNT LiST
 
My name is Marquita Baltimore and I’m the current youth 
development manager at Centers for New horizons. I hold 
certifications for cPr training, Strengthening Families 
Curriculum, Advancing Youth Development training and 
has an isac Financial Aid certification. I have a Bachelor of 
Science in Sociology from Grambling State University and 
5 years of experience with youth development programs. I 
lived in the Bronzeville community for 4 years. I’m eager to 
be a part of the grove project to help create and implement 
positive change and new resources to our community.

Maritza Bandera is the manager of civic engagement and 
partnerships at The Chicago Community Trust. She joined 
the Trust as a consultant in 2013 to manage programming 
to commemorate the Trust’s century-long impact in the 
Chicago region. A dedicated community champion, Bandera 
is dedicated to strengthening neighborhoods through 
volunteerism and collective action. She serves in a variety 
of capacities including as co-chair of the Belmont-Cragin 
Quality of Life Youth Committee and recently completed a 
fellowship from the University of Chicago’s Civic Leadership 
Academy. In 2015, she was named one of the Latino 40 under 
40 by Negocios Now for her commitment and dedication to 
empowering local residents to affect positive change. 

When it comes down to my character or personality I can 
be a leader, a great listener, a people person, I work well 
alone and with people. I am a hands on person so basically 
I want to able to work with my hands and to be able to learn 
something because I love to learn and try new things. When 
is comes down to work, I’m your man I work my really hard 
to show my teachers, bosses, and people that can count 
on me to do the work. And I am a open mind person. For 
example, when it comes down to talk or working with a group 
I love to sharing ideas with each other because I believe you 
can learn new things and gain new knowledge so it can home 
you in the long run. I already know what my field is all about 
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david Byrd

christian diaz

and basically I am being creation, making news ideas, work 
hard and show that you want to be here. I can say the best 
work as an animation designer, you can work with other and 
you improve your character and personality and coming up 
with new ideas. 

David has over 30 years of experience in the private, public 
and social enterprise sector. Until recently, David was Chief 
Operating Officer for the Arthur M. Brazier Foundation. 
As Chief Operating Officer David was responsible for the 
operational stewardship of the Board of Director’s vision 
and the strategic, operational and day-to-day administrative 
systems, processes and policies. Prior to working with 
the Arthur M. Brazier Foundation, David was Executive 
Director, Civic Advocacy and Action Group, at the Chicago 
Urban League where he led diverse public sector institutions 
through policy research, analysis and negotiations critical to 
effective improvement of various business sector conditions.
David also has extensive experience at creating relational 
networks. Over the years he has served on numerous boards 
including but limited to the Cabrini Green Legal Aid, 
National Executive Youth Council, National Network of 
Youth Ministries and the Advisory Board to the Cook County 
Public Defender’s Office. David received his bachelors 
from the University of Dayton and his Masters in Business 
Administration from Carnegie Mellon’s Tepper School of 
Business. He is also a 2017 doctorate of Ministry candidate at 
McCormick Theological Seminary.

Christian is executive director of Chicago Votes and 
identifies as queer, latino and immigrant. He was born 
in Mexico and grew up in Chicago, in Logan Square. 
Christian’s worked in coalitions to win driver’s licenses for 
undocumented residents, to ban 10-day suspensions for 
high school students most recently to pass automatic voter 
registration with bipartisan support in the general assembly 
in Illinois. 
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deMond druMMer

Mac gordon

la’Keisha gray-sewell

Demond Drummer is the founder of CoderSpace.  At 
CoderSpace, youth ages 14-17 learn to code, collaborate on 
local client projects and develop leadership skills for a digital 
world. He was previously a tech organizer on the South Side 
of Chicago, where he facilitated digital leadership trainings 
with block club members, parent leaders and business 
owners. His projects included Englewood Codes, a summer 
youth code camp, and LargeLots.org, a community-driven 
effort to reclaim city-owned vacant lots. An alumnus of 
Morehouse College, Demond is a founding member of the 
Resident Association of Greater Englewood (r.a.G.e.) and 
an active member of Chicago’s civic tech community.

After attending King College Preparatory High-School, 
I went on to Purdue University to obtain a degree in 
Pre-Law and Forensics Etymology. It was during my 
Etymology courses that really heightened my interests about 
environmental ordeals, especially within the inner city. Once 
I graduated myself, along with a few close colleagues decided 
to move to California to start a plantscaping company that 
creates living walls (vertical gardens) to improve indoor air 
quality in almost any setting. In the process of expanding 
and solidifying resources, I had the pleasure of connecting 
with an organization in my neighborhood called Centers 
For New Horizons (cnH). cnH is based in Bronzeville and is 
community organization that focuses on family development, 
as well a youth & early childhood development. The youth 
programs focus primarily on environmental justice & 
sustainability so after becoming familiar with some of their 
initiatives, it was immediately a divine connection. Now I am 
the Youth Program Director for Centers, introducing youth 
within the community to sustainable practices via training 
that focuses on gardening and resilience. 

La’Keisha Gray-Sewell is a digital media producer and 
strategist by trade, and a girls advocate by life assignment. 
As a certified Overflow Coach, nationally recognized urban 
girls advocate, media literacy expert and motivational 
speaker, La’Keisha’s transformative programs and trainings 
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Johnny hart

cheryl hughes

aMBer M. Johns 

empower girls and women to navigate beyond stereotypes to 
become global legacy builders. She is the founder of Girls 
Like Me Project, an Illinois Not for Profit. La’Keisha has 
been honored for her as a social-entrepreneur and featured 
in syndicated media such as the Steve Harvey tv Show, 
Moms Rising Radio, WaoK/cBs to name a few. She was also 
a 2016 Salvation Army Community Hero, named Chicago 
Defender’s 40 Under 40 to Watch in 2012 as well as among 
Trumpet Magazine’s Movers and Shakers Under 40.

I have lived in Chicago on the south side my entire life. My 
mother was born in Chicago while my father and all of my 
grandparents were born in Mississippi.  I grew up attending 
Baptist church and catholic school. I was always good at 
drawing and I started writing raps when I was 16. During 
college I taught myself to produce music and despite any life 
occurrences my passion for creating keeps increasing!

Cheryl Hughes is senior director of strategic initiatives for 
The Chicago Community Trust and a member of the Trust’s 
leadership team responsible for developing internal and 
external civic engagement programs. She leads the Trust’s 
Civic Engagement strategy implementation and public 
programs, spearheading and developing initiatives as part of 
the Trust’s new strategic direction. Hughes earned a master 
of arts in social science from the University of Chicago where 
she was the recipient of the Earl S. and Esther Johnson Prize 
for Best Thesis with Policy Implications. She received a 
bachelor of arts in education from Ohio State University. In 
2003, she was named a Loeb Fellow at Harvard University’s 
Graduate School of Design, where she studied theory and 
models of urban ephemera and temporary urbanism.

Amber M. Johns is a co-owner of Jackson Corporate Law 
Offices and her practice focuses corporate and international 
law. Although originally from California, Ms. Johns has 
become an active member of the Chicago community and sits 
as a Board member of Henry Booth House, a non for profit 
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ashely Johnson 

MJ Michael Johnson

organization that focuses on early childhood health and 
development. In addition, Ms. Johns mentors students who 
attend the Kennedy King City College of Chicago through 
the One Million Degree Program. She is a member of the 
Chicago Bar Association, Black Women Lawyers Association, 
and the Cook County Bar Association. In addition she is 
involved with the French American Chamber of Commerce, 
the Illinois Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, Business 
Network International (Bni).

I’m Ashley Johnson, a 26 year old west side of Chicago native 
who has a love for change.I currently work with youth from 
all over Chicago between the ages of 13-18 with the goal of 
letting them know they are more than what their challenges 
or circumstances may be. I love creative arts, community 
engagement and tacos! I love Chicago and have lived here 
all of my life.I grew up in a household with 3 generations of 
women (my mother, grandmother and great-grandmother). 
My mother used every opportunity to expose me to life outside 
of our community and every weekend my Dad and I used Lake 
shore Drive to explore the city. It grew within me a desire to 
use my passions to help this city in whatever way I could.

MJ is a cultural worker and community engagement design 
consultant born and raised in Englewood, Chicago. He sees 
Chicago’s deeply entrenched socio-economic apartheid as 
an outgrowth of deep contradictions in what the city values 
as key to its future vitality and sustainability. He attempts 
to address those contradiction through his work as a 
participatory artist, facilitator and aspiring urban planner. 
He works with groups such as 96 Acres, The Resident 
Association of Greater Englewood, Illinois Caucus of 
Adolescent Health and the Black Youth Project 100 as well as 
a handful of other movers and shakers. He currently attend 
the University of Illinois at Chicago as a senior in Urban 
Studies. He aim to secure a Master in Urban Planning and 
Design and start his own firm.
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tiM Jones

ra Joy 

andre KelluM

Tim Jones currently serves as the Millennial Pastor at Willow 
Chicago, a multi-cultural church in downtown, Chicago. 
As the Millennial Pastor, Tim is responsible for leading and 
empowering over 200 Jr. High/High School, College & 
Young Adults. Before serving as the Millennial Pastor, Tim 
served as the Operations Director where he was responsible 
for managing $2.4 million dollar budget and creating and 
maintaining the operational processes and relationships that 
drive Willow Chicago. 

Ra Joy is executive director of cHanGe Illinois, a non-
partisan coalition leading systemic political and government 
reform. A civic entrepreneur with a proven track record as 
a coalition builder, Ra has a decades-long commitment to 
advancing democracy and the arts. Prior to cHanGe Illinois, 
Ra served as executive director of Arts Alliance Illinois 
where he led statewide and citywide initiatives to elevate the 
role of the arts and culture in people’s lives, schools, and 
communities. Previously, Ra served as a senior aide to U.s. 
Representative Jan Schakowsky specializing in appropriations 
and community and economic development initiatives.

Andre Kellum Sr. was named the first Executive Director of 
the 741 Collaborative in July 2014. The 741 Collaborative 
is an innovative collaboration of workforce and economic 
development partners that was formed in 2008 to support job 
seekers and employers in the Quad Communities of Chicago.
Mr. Kellum founded A. G. Kellum and Associates on 
June 6, 1996 in Atlanta, GA. The company provides small 
business, strategic and workforce development consulting 
services across the United States. Mr. Kellum has assisted 
numerous job-seeking clients over the last 18 years 
including adults and youth, welfare recipients, ex-offenders, 
immigrants, and public housing residents. Mr. Kellum was 
successful with designing the dual-focused workforce model 
that resulted in over 2000 welfare and housing residents 
gaining employment from 1998-2001. 
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JiM lasKo

taMeKa lawson

Jim Lasko is an artist creating theatrical events that reveal 
and celebrate overlooked cultural assets. As a principle to 
Redmoon Theater in Chicago, Jim’s work activated a wide 
range of public spaces: from the Museum of Contemporary 
Art to the Jackson Park Lagoons, from groundbreakings 
for the Art Institute of Chicago and the Spertus Center to 
urban interventions that pop up in some of the Chicago’s 
most underserved communities. Mr. Lasko’s theater work 
has received numerous awards and critical notices and played 
across the country and on 4 different continents. 
Mr. Lasko is a Harvard University Loeb Fellow. In 2008 
he was named the City of Chicago’s first ever Artist in 
Residence. In 2011 he was honored to design a multi-
denominational collaboration to create the staging for a 
public talk by His Holiness the Dalai Lama. In 2014 and 
2015 Mr. Lasko undertook to create a signature event for 
the City of Chicago. The Great Chicago Fire Festival was 
an unprecedented collaboration involving 6 different city 
agencies, over 30 community based organizations, and artists 
and artisans from nearly every neighborhood in Chicago. 
It was attended by over 40,000 people.

 
Tameka Lawson is a long time activist for social change, she is 
the Founder and Director of Restored Hope an organization 
that encourages Black women and girls through their journey 
of discovering their inner strengths, while exploring skills 
and tools that help to support their families and engage their 
communities. She is also the creative director for She Chose 
to B reathe a wellness campaign that empowers women of 
color to stand in their truths as they navigate the stigmas 
associated with mental health and depression. Tameka is also 
a trauma informed yoga teacher and her vinyasa flow yoga 
classes challenge students to state their intentions as they 
journey toward inner healing and empowerment both on 
and off the mat. She currently teaches inside of the Juvenile 
Temporary Detention Center working with young women 
and she runs after school programs in several communities 
throughout the south sides of Chicago. 
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nicole layton 

anna lee

Jawanza Malone

tawa Mitchell 

I joined The Chicago Community Trust in 2008 and 
hold the position of Assistant Manager of Development, 
in the Development and Donor Services department. My 
responsibilities include, managing a portfolio of Donor 
Advised Funds, supporting the Trust’s “public funds,” 
managing activities supportive of the Trust’s fundraising 
plans, grant writing and executing special projects and 
events. Before the Trust, I worked at the Museum of Science 
and Industry for 13 years in a variety of capacities. However, 
my last five years at the museum I worked in the External 
Affairs (fundraising) department.

Anna was born in Chicago and raised with her three sisters 
in Forest Park where her father owned and operated a gas 
station for close to thirty years.  She attended St. Ignatius 
College Prep for high school and went on to earn a bachelor’s 
degree in Philosophy at Boston College. Upon graduation, 
Anna returned to Chicago and had the privilege of teaching 
adult learners at Tolton Adult Education Center which was a 
supportive learning community “where everyone teaches and 
everyone learns.” 

Jawanza Malone is the executive director for the Kenwood-
Oakland Community Organization (Koco) on Chicago’s 
southside. Koco is one of the oldest membership-based 
grassroots community organizations in Chicago dedicated 
to serving low-income and working families. Founded in 
1965, Koco has a dual approach to community engagement 
through both community organizing and social service 
delivery. Koco’s organizing focus is directed towards 
equitable education, affordable housing, youth investment, 
and senior engagement.

Prior to joining the MacArthur Foundation, Tawa served 
as the Director of Education Policy and Partnerships in the 
Office of Mayor Rahm Emanuel. In this role, Tawa focused 
on supporting educational opportunities across the K-16 
spectrum, with particular emphasis on high school and 
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Jenille reid-JacKson 

angela r. rudolPh 

college. Tawa also served as the inaugural Interim Director 
for Thrive Chicago, a multi-sector collective that aims to 
align efforts with improved outcomes for all Chicagoans, 
from cradle-to-career. Previously, Tawa served as Executive 
Director of Strategic Partnerships at the City Colleges of 
Chicago where she established partnerships and programs to 
help support Reinvention, the District’s bold reform strategy 
designed to increase the number of graduates earning 
credentials of economic value and successfully transitioning 
to four year colleges and successful careers. 

I was born and raised on the far Southside of Chicago.  I 
graduated from Morgan Park High School, Chicago State 
University, and earned a Masters Degree from Azusa Pacific 
University in Los Angeles.  I lived in Bronzeville after 
undergrad before moving out to La for grad school, and I 
currently reside in the North Kenwood neighborhood in 
Chicago with my husband. Professionally, I am involved 
in  programming that services youth and young adults as a 
Program Manager for inroaDs College Links (a citywide  
college readiness and career training program for High 
School students), as a Program Director for an after school 
program in the Douglas Community, and as the owner of an 
arts based non- profit with my husband for youth ages 16-
24. Vocationally, I have live events production experience in 
theater, music, film, and tv.

In July 2015 Angela Rudolph was appointed as the Executive 
Director Cook County Justice for Children, an organization 
focused on promoting the safety of our communities while 
ensuring that the children and families who come to the 
attention of the court, either as a result of abuse or neglect 
or crimes committed as juveniles, are protected, their 
development nurtured, and their legal rights ably represented. 
Ms. Rudolph also serves as the President of Think. Plan. Do. 
Consulting (t.P.D.) a firm dedicated to providing services 
that create partnerships that work by delivering expertise on 
issues and process, strategic communications, grassroots and 
government relations, and policy analysis.
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latonya sanford 

danni stiPe

nicole waddington

lynnette washington

My name is Latonya Sanford I moved to chicago about a year 
ago. I am currently persuing my degree in computer science 
to be either a software developer or game programmer. 

Danni Stipe is a gun violence activist, public speaker and 
youth and mental health advocate. She is currently the 
Program Associate for the Illinois Council Against Handgun 
Violence (icHv). At icHv she oversees the annual Student 
Voices Contest which encourages students in 1st-12th grade 
to voice their opinions about gun violence through art, 
writing, poetry and spoken word. Danni also serves as the 
facilitator for the Student Voices Program through icHv 
where she leads workshops, discussions and presentations on 
gun violence and bullying in schools and community groups 
across Illinois. 

Chicago native and Generation X-er Nicole Waddington, is 
a woman with a lot of big ideas and creative energy who also 
happens to be the founder of Graphixspot, her platform for 
survival turned accomplished freelance design brand of 8 
years. Originally aspiring to fulfill her life-long dream as an 
animator, Nicole switched gears and turned her attention 
to graphic design. With her determination and self-taught 
Photoshop skills, the woman who was widely known for her 
illustrative prowess became a budding freelancer in 2008.

Lynnette Washington currently serves as the Senior Manager 
of Supportive Services & Site Director with the Cara 
Program-Quad Communities Campus. Ms. Washington 
stewards the development of community engagement, 
resource and employment access, and financial education for 
individuals on the south side of Chicago. Prior to her current 
position, Ms. Washington worked for The Cara Program as an 
Individual Development Specialist, in which she honed her 
knowledge of resources and services to empower individuals to 
obtain and maintain quality employment in the Chicagoland 
area. She has accumulated over 20 years of Customer 
Service and Healthcare industry experience. Outside of her 
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thaddeus white 

daria wright 

alicia august wright

professional accomplishments, she feels strongly about 
breast cancer awareness and its treatments. Her advocacy 
stems from having two immediate family members affected 
by breast cancer. She participates annually in the Mother’s 
Day Breast Cancer Walk and Relay for Life.

My name is Thaddeus White. I’m 27 years old, I love the 
performing arts and everything that is involved with it. I am 
a actor, director, musician, and writer. I love sports, 
basketball in particular. Huge fan of the nBa. I love food 
too. I’m involved in young adult ministry in my church and 
looking forward to being involved in my community.

I was born and raised on the south side of Chicago. I’m 
currently realizing my childhood dream of becoming a 
makeup artist for the entertainment business. I also work a 
hair stylist. Through cultivating my own gifts, I’ve learned 
the importance of sharing my story and inspiring others to 
answer their calling by pursuing their passions. Grove3547 
is important for the community because it will serve as an 
incubator for ideas and solutions that assist young people in 
underserved communities to do better, and be better! I’m 
excited to be apart of it, and I look forward to facing the 
many challenges, and triumphs over these next four months 
with a heart full of optimism!

Alicia August Wright (owner of A'Vents by August) is a 
Woodlawn based event planner, focuses on teen and youth 
engagement.  Alicia August-Wright is a certified wedding 
and event designer with over 10 years of experience 
planning, programming and creating events for clients 
including University of Chicago Medicine, Mayer Brown 
LLP and more. She is a lover of the performing arts, 
community engagements, The Artist Formerly Known as 
Prince,…oh, and let’s not forget, Martha Stewart. She is a 
take-charge gal who brings years of experience to her design 
palette. 
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aBoUt tHe convenor

The Chicago Community Trust is a community foundation 
dedicated to improving the Chicago region through strategic 
grant making, civic engagement and inspiring philanthropy. 
As the Trust enters its second century, the current challenge, 
as stated by president and ceo Terry Mazany, is “to balance 
the stability and reliability you expect with the courage and 
innovation demanded by the times in which we live.”


